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The mud r a i n s  and daytime darkness that d i v e r s i f i e d  the  dull rou t ine  of 

everyday ex i s t ence  on Apr i l  i 3  i n  a por t ion  o f  t he  province of Quebec, including tha 

c i t y  o f  Quebec and the Saguenay River d i s t r i c t ,  were apparent ly  t h e  r e s u l t  of smoke 

c a r r i e d  by wes ter ly  winds, sone d i s t ance  above the e a r t h ,  f r o m  t h e  g r e a t  f o r e s t  
f 

f i r e s  rag ing  at that time i n  Wisconsin and the s t a t e s  fn.r thel* west. 

Po res t  f i r e s  a r e  the  most  f requent  cause o f  " b r k  days!! and d i r t y  r a i n  i n  

North h e r i c a .  

S t a t e s  and e a s t e r n  Canada is explained by the f a c t  t h a t  tbe g roa t  ma jo r i ty  u f  baro- 

T h a t  these  th ings  are r e l a t i v e l y  common i n  the no r theas t e rn  United 

met r ic  depressions,or  lows, crossing tke  cont inent ,  pass ,  with t h e i r  a t t endan t  

i n d r a f t  o f  sur face  air ,  down the S t .  Lawrence v a l l e y  o r  not far therefrom on t h e i r  

Way t o  the  ocean, u sua l ly  becoming i n t e n s i f i e d  and sharp ly  def ined i n  that region.  

The Smolrs from a f i r e  anywhere on the  peripiiery of a low is l i k e l y  t o  be 

drawn toward the  cen te r  of t he  depression a long  more o r  less converging l i n s s  and 

at the same time r i s e s  t o  a considerable  a l t i t u d e .  Xddies i n  t h e  c i rcu la . t ion  of 

the l o w  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a dense accumulation of the  smoke 5n p laces ,  and t h i s  may 

% ? P e n  above the l e v e l  of the l o w e r  c louds,  which thus mask the  CaUSe of the  reSu1.t- 

% darlcness. 

s o o t  is  brought dom. 

If showers occur during one of t hese  occurrences,  a large amount 02 

I n  a more s u p e r s t i t i o u s  age such an event W a s  sometimes 

S'lpposed t o  be a shower of if ink.Ir  
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