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BLACKTHOXN VINTER 

A recent novel by John Col l ie r ,  ' ' H i s  Monkey Wife," makes mention o f  "black- 

thorn winter;'! a t r a d i t i o n a l  period i n  the meteorological calendar, famil iar  i n  the 

Br i t i sh  I s l e s  though not on our side o f  the Atlant ic .  
. ... 

The popular belief over there 

is that unseasonably cold weather comes with the blooming of the blackthorn, o r  

Sloe (P~UIJS spinosa). White, o f  Selborne, says: '!Blackthorn usual ly  blosGoms while 

cold northeast winds blow; s o  that the harsh rugged weather obtaining at t h i s  season 

i s  cal led by the country people blackthorn winter." 

blackthorn i n  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s  i s  ear ly  April.  

ary'' records the expression "sloe-hatching time" as applied i n  Suffolk t o  the same 

t radi t ional ly  recurrent cold spe l l .  

m e  average time of blooming o f  

Wright! s ItEnglish Dialect Diction- 

In  Great Bri ta in ,  as i n  many other p a r t s  o f  the world, more than one mini- 

ature I1wintert1 is popularly supposed t o  occur normally each Spring. 

shire  people look f o r  a f l a i t e t h o r n  winter" of eight days when the whitethorn, o r  

hawthorn, blooms; around the middle of MW, 

of "]lYcidaslt where the poet r e f e r s  t o  the k i l l i n g  e f f e c t  of frost Upon 

Thus i n  %mp- 

This notion is embodied i n  the passage 

"flowers that t h e i r  gay wardrobe mar 
OPhon first the whitethorn blows.'' 

In h e r i c a  we hear of "redbud, 11 Itdogwood!' and occasionally other "Wintors. I' 

Cold s p e l l s  generally occur i n  s w i n g ,  but the belief i n  t h e i r  occurrence 

about the same dates year a f t e r  year is, 80 far as meteorologists have been able t o  

determine, a delusion, 
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