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A bal loon f i l l e d  with l i e l i m  is obviously safer than one f i l l e d  with an 

inflammable gas mizen l i g h t n i n g  i s  f l y i n g  about,  but t h a t  i s  not t h e  wiiols s t o r y  of 

the immunity of t he  former f r o m  e lec t r ic  hazards. Dr. Alber t  G o c b l ,  i n  his cvoll- 

h o r n  book on thunderstorms, r eco rds  the  experienco of some b a l l o o n i s t s  who were 

sailing over Spain ono n ight  i n  March. A t  a n  a l t i t u d a  o f  6,500 f o o t  t he  bal loon 

an tored  a cloua coqosed.  o f  snov. The cordage o f  t h e  balloon and tb wet beards  and 

1Dustaclies of t h e  occupants were soon i l lumina ted  w i t h  S t .  Elmo's f i r e .  From the 

valve rope of the bal loon the  aeronauts  were a b l e  t o  draw sparlcs tvo o r  three inches 

long. 

Evident ly  t h e  snowflakes were s t rong ly  charged and imparted their charge 

t o  the  ob jec t s  tr! which they  clung, s e t t i n g  up n d i f f e rence  o f  potential between 

these  ob jec t s  on the  one hand and the air and dry o b j e c t s  i n  the basket  on the o ther .  

m e r e  webs no l i g h t n i n g  o r  tiiiinder, but, 2s me lmom f r o m  many observa t ions  on  moun-: 

tains, b r i l l i a n t  dils-plsys of S t .  E l s o l s  f i r e  o f t e n  occur during snowstorms when no 

thunderstwm iS i n  progress. 

near the  neck o r i f i c e ,  from which an explosive gas mixture eB.capcs during f l i g h t  

Dr. G o c i s 1  s w g e s t s  that spar la  occurr ing  i n  a bal loon 

might easi ly  cause a d i s a s t e r .  
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