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li'FJ3ATCY 3ALL LI GH'I'EIUG 

Zndlessly varied a r e  the t r i c k s  of bnl.l lightnir,ga 

by a Monsieur Vlander t o  a French s c i e n t i f i c  rneating in 1848; 

Here is a case reported 

2e mas at a farm i n  the commune of Beugnon vhen a violent  thund.erstom set  

in .  

way. 

h r & e  pond, neai- mliich s tood  a poplar t ree .  

Two children, 12 o r  13 pears o ld ,  vere standing in  the s h e l t e r  of a s t a 3 l e  door- 

From vhere they s tood the farmyard sloped dorm a distance of tnenty yards t o  a 

Suddenly a b a l l  of f i r e  the s i z e  of an 

a p l e  appeared st the summit of the trse. I t  vas then seen t o  descend from branch t o  

branch and t o  follow the tnnk to the ground, alone; nhich i t  robled very slcnly,  as 

if picking i t s  m y  amcgg ths r a i n  puddl.es, until i t  reached the st?.ble door. @ne o f  

the children vas bold enough t o  touch i t  w i t h  h is  f o o t ,  whun it i n s t a n t l y  exploded 

with F, t e r r i f i c  report .  

but of 25 head of catt le t h a t  were i n  the sta?;l= at the time, 11 were k i l l e d 1  

Ths childyen Were kmcked. donn nitlrout receiving any injury, 

Spallanzmi,  the Etighteenth ceiltuiy J.tdia,n anatomist, has recor&ed the 

case of a peasant g i r l  who, during a thwu3tirstcrs, saw a b a l l  of f i r e  as b i g  as two 

f is ts  r o l l  over the gi.oUAd t o  h e r  bare  fee t .  It  disappeared under her skirts, :-lhich 

suddenly ~ibslloonedl~ out,  hocFski rt -f sshion, ai4 an i n s  tmt lat o r  emerged f r o m  the 

neck of her bodice. 

on her  body vas a s o r t  of scratch extending f rom her r ight  knee to  her  Breast- 

She f e l l  t o  the ground but ~ a s  unhnrsnod, and t h ?  only m.wk fo.11113 

Her 

clothing mas s l i g h t l y  torn. 
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