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By Charles Fitzhugh Talmen,
Authority on Meteorology.

HAIL ODDITIES

A terrific hailstorm occurred.ét‘Dallas, Texas, on the afterﬁoon of May 8,
1926° Yhile the storm was at its height a druggist namsd Howard picked up three of
the biggest hailstones and put them in his ice-~cream refrigerétor. A year later he
still had them, though they had diminiched about‘onewthird in sizé, on account of
frequent removal from the refrigerator and handling by the persons to whom they were
ethbi@ed. How much longer he kept them has not been recorded.

A case of explosive hailstones was repgrted scme years ago by Prof. W. Go
Brown,,of the University of Mxasouri. He states that, on egtriking the windows, walls
and pavement, the hailstones Fexploded with a sharp repcrt, so loud as to be misw
teken for breaking windowpaiies or pistol shots.!

Red hail is not unkncwn. As in many cases of red rain and snow, fhe color
is due to fine dust in the atmosphere, generally b%ownluP from deserts.

A living sphinx moth ouce fell frem alcft during a hailstorm with its legs
firmly frozen to a hailsticne.
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