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PRO"NCIIlTI0N ' I F l ~ I ~ I T f l  

I n  English-speakiag coun t r i e s  the Fahrenhei t  temperature s c a l e  i s  more 

Widely used than the cent igrade ,  espec ia l12  f o r  gauging weather, but  t h e  latter is 

familiar enough t o  m&e i t  necessary,  i n  many cases ,  vhen we r e f e r  t o  thermometer 

readings,  to spec i fy  mhich s c a l e  we me=. 

Pronounced? 

How should the  names of these s c a l e s  b e  

"Centigradeft i s  a good Lat in  de r iva t ive .  There is  no v a l i d  reason foi '  p ~ o -  

n o a c i n g  i t ,  as Some b c r i c a n s  do, as if i t s  f i rs t  s y l l a b l e  mere French and the r e s t  

of t he  word English.  

t$ahrenheitlf is German. If r e  conform t o  t h e  rules of t h a t  language, me 

m e t  pronounce t h e  first s y l l a b l e  s i t h  the  Itall broad, as i n  l~arm,ll but the name has 

been ang l i c i zed  -- and i n  mre WVS than one 1 

on t he  G e r m  pronunciat ion,  but i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  United S t a t e s ,  SO far as IILY personal  

observat ion goes, t he  lfalt i n  t h i s  n m e  is usually pronounced shor t ,  as i n  "hat, If 

and t h e  same usage p r e v a i l s  among c u l t i v a t e d  people i n  southern England, as & ~ ~ w n  by 

t h a t  p r i c e l e s s  record of gentlemen! s English,  

Dict ionary .(I 

Most d i c t i o n a r i e s  of Xnglish i n s i s t  

Daniel Jones '  ' 'English Pronouncing 

A t h i r d  pronunciat ion i s  genera l  i n  the middle western United S t a t e s ,  

=Cording t o  M. M. Schoonouer, who states i n  the  cu r ren t  number of tlAmerican Speech" 

tha t  most middle Westerners proqounce the f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  as if i t  were s p e l l e d  

I f f  are .  

b u t  he does not s a y  what k ind  of Bostonians. 

heard from. 

I n  a f oo t-no te  he a l s o  &ccuses Bostonians of p r e f e r r i n g  t h i s  pronunciation-- 

Canada and the  F a r  West remain t o  be 
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