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._3 SO= DROUGHT EFFECTS 

I n  maw American -_ communities a f f ec t ed  by last  y e a r ' s  drought the water 

supply available f o r  municipal and o t h e r  uses was a f f e c t e d  In qua l i ty ,  even where 

i t  was not s e r ious ly  reduced i n  quantity.  

vey of  drought e f f e c t s  conducted by the  Engineering News-Record. I t  appears ,  f o r  

example, t h a t  c i t i e s  drawing t h e i r  water from the  n o w  completely cana l ized  Ohio 

This fact has been brought o u t  i n  a sur- 

River found that the conversion of the  r i v e r  i n t o  a series o f  lakes, in.which sedi-  

mentation i s  much m r e  e f f e c t i v e  than it  was i n  t he  p a s t ,  had provided micro-orgafiic 

l i f e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  favorable  environment; made even more so by the a b n o r m l l y  h igh  

temperatures that p reva i l ed  last Smmer;' 

"Increased concent ra t ion  of sewage and i n d u s t r i a l  we are t o l d ,  

" a s s i s t e d  the  micro-organisms in producing objec t ionable  tastes, d i f f icu l t  to re- 

move. 

t h e i r  reserve supp l i e s  increased g r e a t l y ,  and in the mining d i s t r i c t s  t h e  acidity 

of mine drainage brought t roub le  to communities t h a t  found themselves forced t o  

fa l l  badc on  such sources  f o r  a l l  o r  a n  abnormal p a r t  of t h e i r  s l l ~ ~ l i e s .  

e a s t e r a  seaboard c i t i e s  t h a t  draw their supp l i e s  from t i d a l  streams found salt  m3ter 

ascending far above previously recorded points .  I n  aome ins tances  s a l i n i t y  increas- 

ed t o  the po in t  of malcing the  supply u n f i t  f o r  use.11 

I h e  hardness  o f  water i n  streams that depended chiefLy upon ground-water f o r  

Along the 
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