
Released upon r e c e i p t  
but intended f o r  use 
lay 5, 1931 

6 A Science Serv ice  Feature 

7 VBY THE WTECER ? Mailed April 28, 1931 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Wman,  
Authority on  Meteorology, 

- A MOW-\!AXING ?!IEblc;E 

lfie fact  that "hackst1 are a n  e x t i n c t  spec ie s  i n  the Sunflower S t a t e  i s  no t  

t he  only reason why the tenderfoot  who migrates thithcr is not l i k e l y  t o  be vict im- 

ized  as Ham B e l l ,  one o f  Dodge City's o l d e s t  ixihabitants,  once was. 

1 1 1  came to Kansas," he recent ly  to ld  Xr. J u s t i c e ,  o f  the 0.S.  Teather 

Bureau, I f in  1872, landing one n ight  i n  Ellsworth.  The next morning I engaged a 

hack-driver t o  take me t o  Great Ben&, a d i s t ance  of fo r ty - f ive  miles. Y e  charged 

me fo r ty - f ive  d o l l a r s  - a d o l l a r  a mile - and demanded payment i n  advance. 

cuse given f o r  th is  exorb i t an t  p r i c e  was the danger t h a t  would a t t e n d  the  c ros s ing  

of a lake, which could be seen i n  the  d i s t ance ,  and which he s a i d  h i s  team would 

have t o  wab. &e lake was only a mirage, b u t  t h e  rascally d r i v e r  had my money 'De- 

f o r e  I found i t  out .  

fie ex- 

!l!ihe mirage," X r .  B e l l  added, \tis not seen today a.s i t  was thep,and people 

do n o t  talk of i t  as they d id  i n  those 

This is doubt less  t r u e  i n  the regioaa ~wl~ere the  once v a s t  t r a c t s  o f  l e v e l  

p r a i r i e  land have been converted i n t o  farms. 

CODPnOn t h e r e  is due to  the formation of a shal'ow l aya r  o f  very h o t  Stagnant air 

Over the ground. 

n e  type of  mirage t h a t  was formerly 

Where crops g r o w ,  t he  ground and the air i n  Contact Wit;h i t  do no t  

@OW 80 h o t  as they formerly d i d ,  and even when a lqyer o f  h o t  a i r  is present  the 

crops genera l ly  rise above i t  and thus prevent  the quas i - re f lec t ion  of the SkY from 

its surface that would produce a de lus ive  appearance of writer. 
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