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The Engl ish Channel i s  a f a v o r i t e  haunt  of mirages. The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a 

I n  A p r i l ,  d isplay observed by Samuel Vince a t  Ramsgate i n  1798 has become c l a s s i c .  

1869, John P a r n e l l ,  a t  Folkestone, saw the  French c l i f f s  Ifapparently so  l o f t y  and 

w i t h  every inden ta t ion  so c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  t h a t  one might e a s i l y  have imagined they 

were but  t en  miles d i s t an t . "  The coas t  could be  seen a l l  the way from Calais t o  a 

po in t  many miles  beyond Boulogne. A t  the same time, we are to ld ,  Ifthe l ighthouse a t  

Cape G r i s  Nez gave f i v e  images i n  a v e r t i c a l  l i n e ;  the lomest e r e c t  b u t  aomewhat 

w g n i f i e d ;  above that and sepa ra t e  from i t  a p a i r  of images of the c e n t e r  and h i g h e s t  

Por t ion  of  the bu i ld ing  only ,  one e r e c t  an3 th.e o the r  h v e r t e d ;  and ove r  these an- 

o ther  pair, the inver ted  image be ing  l ike the former one b u t  the  e r e c t  imago showing 

the whole bui ld ing .  Over Boulogne, in t he  air ,  were two images of the double funnel 

and mast of  a tugboat, the  lower imge bein,? e r e c t  and the  upper inverted." 

!Piomas Waring, while yacht ing  among the  Channel I s l a n d s  on M&Y 21, 1870, 

saw these i s l a n d s  r a i sed  to  t v i c e  their n a t u r a l  h e i & t ,  with inverted images of 

var ious  fsatures i n  the sky. 

every sail and spar  d i s t i n c t ,  and in some m s e s  ttIe images were redupl icated.  

later stage the  c l i f f s  of Alderney were, SWS vr, v a r i n g f s  desc r ip t ion ,  "magnified 

t o  an  apparent  he igh t  o f  many hundred f e e t ,  and no scene p a i n t e r  devis ing  a grand 

s h i p s  were Seen s a i l i n g  keel upvard t h o u &  the a i r ,  

A t  a 

trznsformation scene eve r  dreamed of mre f a n t a s t i c  groups of  b a s a l t i c  columns, 

g r o t t o e s  and rock  arches, with the t i d e  flowing beneath,  than was exhib i ted  by the 

i s l a n d  and the  i s o l a t e d  s t acks  around it." 
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