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- A COIJN8CTICUT HAILSTOIUI 

'!There have been s e v e r a l  very d e s t r u c t i v e  na i l s torms  i n  New Xngland,!! 

wr i t e s  Sidnay Pe r l ey  i n  h i s  f fHis tor ic  Storms of 1T~e.w Englznd, 11 publishad in  1891, 

"but the most d i s a s t r o u s  of them a l l  vas that  nhich occurred i n  Connecticut on t h e  

afternoon of Monday, J u l y  15, 17'99." Pe r l ey  devotes a chapter  t o  the  desc r ip t ion  o f  

this s t o m ,  but l-rhoever rends f o r  t he  p leasure  of reading m i l l  t u rn  t o  t h e  qua in t  

pamphlet on the  sub jec t  by Shernan Dewey, gubl ished at Valpole, W. H . ,  i n  1799. The 

author  mas an  eye-vitness of th is  h a i l s t v m ,  which, he s a p ,  was t$erhaps never  

equaled s ince  t h a t  i n  E,gpt, according t o  tk?e Mosaic accomt. ' ,  

Itme heavenn,:! 57e ar? t o l d ,  ltceen;cC clad i n  sa&c;loth and shrouded vith 

darkness,  w h i l s t  l i g h t n i n g  zcd thuiicior v i t n e s w d  the :var uf. the  e lmenfs .  .. . A fern 

minutes bsfoi-e seven the  clouds axh ib i t ed  a brassy  n p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e  west. This 

was immediatslg f o l l o a e d  by the r a i n ,  ~ h i c h  p m r e d  daim as if f e d  by a matsrspout 

a d  l a s t e d  three  o r  f o u r  minutes, Than h a i l  began t o  f a l l ,  l a r g e r  than any I had 

ever  scm. They ve re  as large as a turkey1 s egg, in n e t  nw.bers, and rczrq vere  

larger. If 

Concei-ning some of the  e f f e c t s  of the  storm he says: 

"The day fo l lowing  mas calm and p lewant ,  bu t  no th ing  a??eered beaut i fu l .  

NO tunefu l  bird Fa8 l e f t  t o  usher  i n  t h e  chee r l e s s  day. 

r e g i o n s  f e l l  t he  f i rs t  v ic t ims  t o  t h e  r e l e n t l e s s  haxd cf disordered. elernmts, and 

The inhab i t an t s  of t he  airy 

Were found i n  the  fie!ds and moods, some dead, o t h s r s  n i t h  t h o i r  wings brcken, and 
no t  Gn;? 17as t o  be secn o r  heard m h u - t .  ~111 small anir,ksls of a l l  k inds  vno had no 
shelter sharad t h e  smi? f a t e ;  among nnich -7020 fowls ,? igs ,  e t c .  
sheep were k i l l e d . "  
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