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Tnat t h e  dew of M a y  has s p c i a l  v i r t u o  as a b e a u t i f i e r  is an o l d  and once 

common bol iof .  The d w  of lday Day morning -x.s espaeial l j r  sougnt i n  t h h  connection, 

a i f e  imay dorm n i t h  J m e  and IT. Hener to  i;oolnich, i n  o rde r  t o  n, l i t t l e  ayro cmd t o  

l i e  there tomoi-ropy, w-d so t o  g a t h e r  May-den tomorrow morning, r h i c h  XFS. Turner 

ha th  taught hei- i s  the  only t h i n g  i n  t h e  no r ld  t o  -aeh h e r  face nith.1' Again on 

May 9, 1669, Xrs. Pepys l'nent n i t h  her  coach abroad" f o r  tne same purpose. 

According t o  a r a n d t s  "Popular Antiqui t i9s1f:  "It vas long an ar t ic le  of 

popular fa i th  i n  c a e t e r n  and Testern  i3urope t h a t  a maiden, nnshing hc r se l f  with dew 

from the ha7tiio-m on t h e  f irst  day of May at da$%reek, vould preserve h e r  beauty 

fo reve r ;  t n3  opera t ion  being of course annually repeated.  It 

In the London Morning Post of l&mday, May 2, 1791, I t w a s  said t h a t  "yes- 

terday, being t h e  first of May, according t o  a n n u d  a;id s u p e r s t i t i o u s  custom, n 

number of p3iqsolls nmt  i n t o  the  f i c l d s  a-id bathad th.2j.r faces n i t h  tho  den on the 

grass, under the idea  t h a t  it Tould render  them boauti.fu1.I' 

Then Yneret s l~us  t i n  Dobson: 

"The l a d i e s  of St. James 
Vear sa t in  on t h e i r  backs,  

Vi th  candles  a l l  of nay; 

She dons her ,russet g o m  

Before the  nor ld  is donn.If 

!They s i t  a l l  n ight  at ombre, 

But Fhy l l ida ,  my Ph!~l l idal  

Aqd runs t o  c:cithor h{ay--derv 
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