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A recent  anomcement--s ince denied--that t h e  famous Observatory of P a r i s  

was about t o  c l o s e  aroused i n t e r e s t  among the  weathermen as we11 as among the  astron-  

omers. Though non devoted e n t i r e l y  t o  as t ronomical  nork  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  is  con- 

spicuous i n  the  h i s t o r y  of meteorology as t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of I1weather te lagraphy,  t he  

in t roduct ion  of nhich made p o s s i b l e  e x i s t i n g  methods of p r e d i c t i n g  nea ther  from. synop- 

t i c  c h a r t s .  

k i n g  t h e  Crimean war, on November 14, 1854, a v i o l e n t  storm. swept ovor 

the  French and B r i t i s h  f l ee t s  i n  the  Blaclr  Sea, r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  l o s s  of t he  French 

warship "Henry IV." U. J. J. Le Verrier, who had r ecen t ly  succeeded Arago as d i r e c t o r  

of the P a r i s  Observatory, was appealed t o  by t h e  French m i n i s t e r  of w a r ,  Marshal 

Va i l l an t ,  t o  study t h e  meteorological  condi t ions  lead ing  up t o  th i s  event.  Le Ver- 

r ier accordingly gathered i n f o m a t i o n  from var ious  p a r t s  of &rope, which shomd 

p l a i n l y  t h a t  the storm moved i n  such a way across the  cont inent  t h a t  i t s  occurrence 

on the  Black Sea might have been foreseen  if telegraphic r e p o r t s  had been c o l l e c t e d  

from more mester ly  places. 

On February 16, 1855, he presented  t o  the  French emperor p l ans  f o r  a t e l e -  

graphic  stonn-warning serv ice .  

i n t o  opera t ion ,  r e p o r t s  of cu r ren t  tneather condi t ions  being furn ished  r egu la r ly  from 
the  p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s  of hrrope. A d a i l y  b u l l e t i n  of these  r epor t s  began public-.tion 
Jan- 1, 1858, m d  a d a i l y  nea ther  map i n  September, 1863. The map has  appeared con- 
t inuously s ince  that time, though i t s  features have undergone many changes. 

The P a r i s  observatory was the  headquarters  of the  n a t i o n a l  meteorological 
and c l imato logica l  s e r v i c e  of France u n t i l  1878, when a sepa ra t e  s e r v i c e  mas oi*ga-  
ized and the observatory r eve r t ed  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  cha rac t e r  of a pure ly  astronomical 
i n s t i t u t i o n .  

The plan vas approved and lvns s h o r t l y  a t e r n a r d  put 
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