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-- UNliELIAEGE CLIYiTIC BECORDS 

The p r a c t i c a l  reason f o r  compiling c l i m a t i c  s t a t i s t i c s  i s  that they m a y  

Serve as a guide t o  future weather, but  too much dependence should not  be  p laced  

upon t h e i r  p rophet ic  accuracy. 

gives  two i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of t h e i r  u n r c l i a b i l i t y :  

In  a recent  &@ish book on cl imate ,  K. C. ddwards 

IQhen Napoleon was prepar ing  f o r  h i s  invasion of Russia torvnrds the  end 

of 1812, ha reques ted  tho French astrononer Laplace t o  calculate when the b i t t e r  

co ld  of win ter  would spread over  that country.  

d i sposa l  Laplace es t imated  t h a t  On the average severe a d d d i d  not  occur u n t i l  J m & ~ y  

From the s l e n d e r  records at h i s  

amperor pi-oceeded with h i s  opera t ions ,  bu t  i n  December in t ense  co ld  overtook h i s  

armies at Moscow, causillg the  memorable bu t  d i s a s t r o u s  rctrost . I t  

During the recent  alarming i l lness  of h i s  majesty K i n g  George V i t  was 

decided, e a r l y  i n  1929, t o  remove the roya l  p a t i e n t  from the misty atmosphere of 

t o  some residence on t h e  south coas t  of &gland, Where more g e n i a l  c l i m a t i c  

might hasten h i s  recovery. !!Bognor, which on an  average enjoys more sun- 

shine during the  win ter  than any o t h e r  plme i n  3 r i t a i n ,  Tas se l ec t ed  f o r  t h i s  pu- 

Pose6 

Of sunshin3 i s  93 hours. 

69 1/2 hours  were recorded, but  London received no more than 40 hours during that 

month. 11 

For February, t h e  f i rs t  full month of t h e  kiiig's s t a y ,  the  average dura t ion  

Unfortunately during February of t h e  yea r  i n  quest ion only  
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