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I n  s t u d i e s  relating t o  weather cyc le s  and the l i k e ,  meteorologis ts  fre- 

quently have occasion t o  c o n s u l t  weather records  d a t i n g  hack a hundred y e a r s  o r  more. 

Unfortunately the  earl.y records  a r e  sometimes most u n r e l i a b l e ,  and thus i t  i s  q u i t e  

poss ib le  to  draw erroneous conclusions from them. 

I n  these  notes  we once mentioned the casual methods of  taking meteorolo- 

g i c a l  obszrva t ions  formerly pursued i n  London under the august a u t h o r i t y  of tho Roy- 

a l  Society.  A similar s to ry  nay be to ld  of those taken i n  the f i r s t  half o f  the 

nineteenth century a t  the Observa,tory o f  Par i s .  A t  t h i s  ce l eb ra t ed  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  op- 

e ra t ed  by astronomers,  whose watchword was supposed t o  be accuracy, i t  was mstorrary  

t o  measure the r a i n f a l l  only once a m n t h ,  i n s t ead  of da i ly  o r  Oftener, as is now the 

r u l e  evewvihera, 

each month bu t  was o f t e n  defer red  f o r  s eve ra l  days. 

Ihs measurement was suppsed t o  be mado on the first morning o f  

Because o f  these infrequent  readings a considerable  p a r t  of the  water 

caught i n  the rain-gauge evaporated before i t  was measured, and on the  o t h e r  hand the  

ga-uge sometimes overflowed before  a measurement. 

Was measured only when i t  happened to melt m t u r a l l y  and flow i n t o  the gauge. 

P r e c i p i b t i o n  i n  the form of  snow 

Afte r  L w e r r i e r  succeoded. krago as d i r e c t o r ,  i n  1853, some improvements 

were made; g e t  Lover r ie r  d id  not  h e s i t a t e  t o  plant a poplar  tree close t o  the ra in-  

Taugo, and thr: rswllts mere Soon Seen i n  a gradual  f a l l i n g  o f f  of the catch. 

of h i s  e x p l o i t s  was to d i scont inue  f o r  s eve ra l  years a l l  moteorolopicol observnt ions 

on Sundays! 
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