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a- ICE: AGE C L I W E S  

One of the s t a r t l i n g  revelations of modern science is that  the climates of 

the ice  age include the climates of today. Fo are l i v i n g  i n  the Quatemaxy Ice &e; 

Which began some six or  seven hundred thousand years ago and w i l l  undoubtedlr- con- 

tinue f o r  many thousand years more. An i c e  ap3 i s  d is t inmishod from othsr  pt'riods 

in  the e a r t h l s  h i s tory  by the presenco of great  pormanent sheets of g l m i o r  i c e  on 

the surface of the globe. About six million square miles of such i c e  nom l i e s  upon 

Our planet - f i v e  mil l ion i n  the Antarctic, and p. million elsewhere- I t  i s  en t i re ly  

Possible that the ice  sheets w i l l  grow bigger before they f i n a l l y  melt away. No- 

b o dy knows. 

It 16 therefore a matter of contemporary i n t e r e s t  that  i c e  age climates 

are highly conducive to the development of vigorous and c iv i l ized  races of xarkind. 

I t  i s  probable, indeed, that man would never have evolved at a l l  if the ear th  'md re- 

mained iceless ,  as i t  vas during long periods i n  the past .  

tudes produce strong contrasts  i n  temperature betmeen the polar  and the equator ia l  

regions. Vith such contrasted teapepatures there a r e  br i sk  winds, frequent storms 

Ice sheets i n  hi& lati- 

and incessant neather changes in  the temperate zones. 

d i t  ions. 

Man f lourishes  under such con- 

k i n g  the coldest stages of the ice age there has alnEys been plenty of 

iCe-fret-3 land f o r  him to r a g e  upon, and the climates i n  6ome regions mere b e t t e r ,  

the mildest stages, the warmth and uniformity of climates rnw have greatly retarded 

- 1 s .  r i s e  in the evolutionary scale.  
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