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CLIIdATIC CHANGES 
ago 

A century o r  so/ the occurrence of mmked and permanent changes o f  c l imate  

wi th in  h i s t o r i c  t imes  mas widely taken f o r  g ran ted  among s c i e n t i f i c  men, on the b a s i s  

of evidence supposed t o  b e  furn ished  by h i s t o r y  i t s e l f .  I n  the  year  1820, f o r  ex- 

ample, 80 eminent an a u t h o r i t y  as D r .  ( l a t e r  S i r )  David Brewster wrote as fo l lows  i n  

the Transact ions o f  t h e  Roya l  Soc ie ty  of Edinburgh: 

!'There is  no f a c t  i n  the n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  the earth b e t t e r  a s c e r t a i n e d  

than that the climate of the vest o f  Europe was much colder  i n  Etncient than i n  modern 

When we l e a r n  t h a t  t he  Tiber  was of t en  f rozen ,  t h a t  snow l a y  at Rome f o r  

f o r t y  d a y s ,  t h a t  g rapes  would not r i p e n  t o  the n o r t h  of the Cevennes, that t h e  Euxine 

Sea W a s  f rozen over every winter  i n  the  time of Ovid, and t h a t  the ice of the  Rhine 

and the Rhone s u s t a i n e d  1oa.ded rragons, we c m n o t  a s c r i b e  the m e l i o r a t i o n  of such 

climates t o  the inf luence  of agricultur,d opera t ions  -I' 

The c r e d u l i t y  on t h i s  sub jec t  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  9 rews te r I s  day was succeedod 

a per iod  of  v i o l e n t  COntrOVtxsy, from which emzrged, a genera t ion  a g o ,  a Consensus 

Of s c i e n t i f i c  op in ion  t o  the effect: tLRt no r e a l  chmge of c l imate  could be proved 

to hare  occurred anywhere i n  the world s ince  ramote geOlOgiC21 RgeS. 

Today A someivhat d i f f e r e n t  view prevni l r : .  We nom h2ve much evidence, 

fu rn i shed  by Nature h a r s e l f ,  i n  the Eheqe of l ~ v a r v e s , ~ l  t ree- r ings ,  peRt-bed depos i t s  

and the  l ike,  supplemented f o r  s eve ra l  decades p a s t ,  by copious instrWeEta.1 meesure- 

merits Of weather, t o  siiotv t h t  apprec ieb le  though not  r a d i c a l  o r  permanerlt C l i m r , t i C  

v 3 r i a t i o n s  have occurred  even fn modern t imes.  

(All  r i g h t s  r e se rved  by Science Serv ice ,  I C C . )  
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Vashingt on, D . C . 21st  ond Cons t i tu t ion  Ave. 


