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By Charles  2itzkugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology- 

I_- THE LONG S3:PSON I N  ldAY 

I n  southern Vi rg in i a ,  according t o  U r  . James H. Rimball, t he re  i s  a wel l -  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l i e f  t h a t  during each M a y  t he re  is a l o n g  s p e l l  of rainy weather. This 

pe r iod  i s  known as the  " long  season i n  May,It and i s  considered by many t o  mark the  

change f r o m  spr ing  t o  summer. With i t s  passage the re  was a p r a c t i c e ,  on may old- 

time p l a n t a t i o n s ,  of ga the r ing  up the winter  c l o t h e s  f r o m  the  "quar te rs t t  and g iv ing  

Out c l o t h i n g  f o r  summer we@. 

households,  the youngsters  being d ives t ed  of t h e i r  win ter  f lannels  when the May r a i n s  

have passed.  

A c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  custom i s  s t i l l  observed i n  many 

D r .  Ximball has  gone t o  some pa ins  t o  c o l l e c t  information bear ing  on the 

h i s t o r y  of t h i s  idea .  

Wmnd Jamestown among the tobacco p l a n t e r s ,  mho looked forward t o  the coming of a 

succession of cool dhys and l i g h t  showers i n  spr ing ,  as providing i d e a l  condi t ions  

f o r  t r ansp lan t ing  the tobacco p l a n t s  from seed beds t o  open f i e l d s ,  and with t h e  

Apnarently the  b e l i e f  i n  the  Illong se?.sontt a rose  in the  a r e a  
- 

spread Of tobacco c u l t i v a t i o n ,  now cen te red  at Danvi l le ,  the be l i e f  also spread.  

In ngrthern Vi rg in i a ,  he says ,  where the lzmbing season is i n  MaY, the  
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