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A PEXNSYLVANIA IC% CAVE 

Several 'lice cavestt o r  Itfreezing cavernsff a r e  loca l  wonders in d i f fe ren t  

Par t s  of the united States ,  though proba5ly none exhib i t s  such remarkable ice  form+ 

tions as those found i n  the g r e a t  K u n g u r  caves of the Ural Mountains, of which de- 

scrip$ions have recently besn published i n  the magazines. One of thG most cele- 

brated examples i n  &erica i s  the Coudersport I c e  Mine, located ez few miles e a s t  

of Coudersport, Pa. 

spectors mere digging on the s p o t  in  search of s i l v e r  they discovered deposits of 

ice and jokingly remarked that they had found an i ce  mine instead of a s i l v e r  mine. 

The miners made a v e r t i c a l  shaft about 25 f e e t  deep. The bottom has gradually sunk 

u n t i l  the dapth is 40 f e e t .  

This so-called Itrninelf owes i t s  name t o  the fact t h a t  when pro- 

On the w a l l s  of t h i s  shaf t  large quant i t ies  of ice form i n  spring, last 

through the suimer, and disappear on the approach of s i n t e r .  As i n  the case of 

other i c e  caves, the co ld  air of winter en ters  the cave, sinks to the bottom on 

of i t s  density,  and remains through the summer b~caUSe there i s  no o u t l e t  

nhich i t  escape. The ice forms mainly in  spring because there i s  an abun- 

dant Supply of water at that season, supplied by the thawing Of ice  and snow on the 

mound above. By the end of Summer the pool of stagnant air at the bottom of the 

cave has grown w a r m  enough t o  melt the ice, which therefore disappears- 
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