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- A !CYPIC.AL ToIlNADo 

One of the best  descriptions of a tornado and its e f f e c t s  i s  that of the 

Omaha, Nebrtj;&a, tornado of March 23, 1913, wri t ten by A. C. Arend and published i n  

the Engineering News. Mr. Arend sc~ys: 

'The cloud foimation was of the bypicrtk funnel fom, seemingly about 600 

f e e t  high, with the point touching the e e r t h .  Frcm some points  of vantage t h i s  lorn- 

e r  end of the cloud was a l u r i d  $.ier",y m e s 3 ,  while from others  i t  was described as 

l i k e  a large r o l l  of b.Ik papsr r7hirl.ing along rapidly,  with ragged edges o r  ends 

f lashing out spasrnodica:Lly. 

l ike  that of m y  railway trains. 

miles an hour. 

Its passage was precedod f o r  several  minutes by a roar 

It probably traveled at the rate of 30 t o  40 

It was followed or  attended by a mas5 of f l y i n g  ddbris, which 

case of such a r t i c l e s  as studs, PI-S&S and. bricks.  Such light ddbris as shingles, 

lathe., riiounted photographs and wearing a.ppe,re!. was car r ied  from Omaha t o  the v ic i -  

n i ty  of Denism, IOVEL, B disixnce o€ over EO mjles I" 

The s m e  w r i t e r  s t a t e s  tha t  theye were nore than 6,000 people i n  the 

( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Iric.) 


