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-- A PLANT WE&!€IER BTJREAU 

In h i s  “Philosophia Botanica, 11 published i n  1751, Linnaeus. pointed out 

the f a c t  that the dates of the per iodical  events i n  the l i v e s  of p l m t s ,  such as 

blossoming, leafing, e tc . ,  a r e  valuable indicators  of the progress of the seasons 

and also provide a means of comparing the climates of d i f fe ren t  l o c a l i t i e s .  This 

work was the foundation of s c i e n t i f i c  phenology, and since the time i t  appeared 

thousands of observers have kept  records of the per iodical  phenomena of both plant  

and animal l ife.  

Tho observations of t h i s  character made at the Royal Observatory of B e l -  

gium, near Brussels, a r e  remarkable i n  two respects. They have been made since the 

Year 1896 i n  the same place, and, i n  the case of perennial  plants ,  on the sEuDe b 

dividual specimens. Secondly, meteorological instruments a r e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  c lose 

Proximity t o  the p lan ts  u t i l i zed .  an unusually homogeneous sor ies  of records 

has been obtained, and exact comparisons can be made with f luc tua t ions  of temper* 

tures rainfall and other  weather elements. 

der observation. 

A t  the pl*esent time 160 Species are un- 

The p lan ts  occupy a small park and a r e  arranged in a c i r c l e  SUTC 

rounding the weather instruments. 

have been published by the observatory. 

Some extensive discussion6 of the data obtained 
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