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m e n  the i c e  sheets t h a t  covered v a s t  areas of the temperate zones i n  the 

last great  Ice  &e -- the one that is not yet over -- gradually re t reated poleward, 

they lef t  in te res t ing  records behind them. The streams fed by the molting glaciers 

carr ied sediment into adjacent lakes;  coarse i n  summer and f i n e  i n  winter. In the 

banks that Were once the beds of these lakes deposits of the two seasons are of  

A v e r t i c a l  sect ion through different  colors  and a r e  therefore e a s i l y  distinguished. 

the bank shows Wn-1 bands like the annual rings seen i n  cro88 sections of tree 

t u e o  These bands a r e  known t o  geologis ts  as flvarves.'t 

There is  a marked difference i n  the thickness of the varves formed k-~ SUC- 

ceSSiVe years, presumably corresponding t o  &if f  erence in  temporaturo prevai l ing dur- 

ing the years i n  question and a consequent difference i n  the amount of ice  melted. 

the varve8 furnish a record of ancient weather f luc tua t ionsr  They also  pro- 

Corresponding s e r i e s  of thick and thin varves a r e  found i n  widely separ- 

t o  be formed by the annu;tl melting of winter snows ef ter  the i c e  sheets r e  

d o m  to modem times. I t  has proved possible t o  Connect the series found 

here with the older  s e r i e s  found i n  other regions around tho Bal t ic ,  S o  tha t  f o r  
that p a r t  of the world WG have plausible  1%. C.1' dates  f o r  tho moVf3mentS Of tho i c Q  
and for the w a r m  and cold spells of ICO Age weather. 

locked i n  i c e  as recent ly  as 7,000 B. C. 
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