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The most familiar example of c l imat ic  hardships encountered by an arngr on 

the march i s  furnished by  napoleon;^ r e t r e a t  frorn Moscow, during nhich the French 

soldiers  suffered p a r t  of the time from intense cold and at a later stage from the 

effects  of a thaw, ~ i c h  turned the roads into bogs. I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  i n  

the records of c l a s s i c & l  an t iqu i ty  a case in  which an army mas equally a f f l i c t e d  by 

the opposite conditions of i n t snso  heat and ar id i ty .  

In  the year 325 B.C. Nexancler the Great, on his return from India, l ed  

The ancient accounts of t h i s  m r c b  h i s  troops across the deser ts  of Balnchistan. 

have been col lected by J. 1. !dcCrindle. He quotes a vivid one by Arrian, mho s t a t e s  

that  'rthe blazing heat and aant  of water destroyed a g r e a t  p a r t  of the a , W ,  a d  es- 

pecial ly  the beasts  of burden, which perished f r o m  the depth of the sand and the 

heat which scorched l i k e  f i r e ,  &i le  a grea t  many died of t h i r s t .  For they met with 

lof ty  ridges of deep sand, not hard and compact, but SO 1.0osS tha t  those mho stepped 

nare generally made by night, and hence stragglers were numerous. Arrinr! 

sea- 

lef t  India, only one-fourth survived the journey, but t h i s  Stat2IrIent Of losses  i S  

p l Y  exaggerated e 

hco-ding to Plutarch, of 1~,000 foot  and 15,000 horse with which Alexander 
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