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SCOTLAND S FIiIST BMOMXTER 

I n  the ear ly  p a r t  of the seventeenth century there l i v e d  near Aberdeen, 

Scotland, one David Gregory, who r e t i r e d  f rom a mercantile career t o  devote h i s  time 

t o  the c u l t i v a t i o n  of science. He was, so far as anybody knows, the only person who 

ever came ne= g e t t i n g  i n t o  serious trouble through the ownership o f  a barometer. 

According t o  the last ed i t ion  o f  Thomsonls "Biographical Dictionary of 

Eminent Scotsmen,ll published i n  1875, lIIdr. Gregoryrs pursu i t s  caused him t o  be noted 

throughout the whole country, and as he was the f i rs t  person i n  Scotland who posses- 

sed a barometer, f rom which he derived an extensive knowledge O f  the  weather, it was 

believed that  he held intercourse with the beings of another world.t1 SO widely was 

th is  be l ie f  concerning him circulated that a doputation f r o m  the presbytery waited 

On him, and i t  was only by a for tunate  chance that  he escaped being brought t o  trial 

for witchcraft .  

medicine, and he was i n  the  habit  of p rac t i s ing  the healing art without fee.  

t h i s  circumstance a lone ,  we are  to ld ,  t h a t  prevented the members of the presbytery 

from 'Ic&Lling him t o  account f o r  h i8  superior intel l igence-"  

He  had, among his other accomplishments, acquired a knowledge of 

It was 

H i s  son, l ikewise named David Gregory, became Savilian professor of 

astronomy at Oxford and i s  remembered as an able commentator on Neatonls "Principia.lf 
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