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- AN -- ANCIENT FALLACY 

Now that %isibi l i tyt l  has become, because o f  i t s  importane i n  aeronautics, 

one o f  the mos t  discussed elements of weather, i t  i s  timely t o  say a word about the 

Wide-spread not ion  thz t  the stars are v is ib le  i n  broad daylight from the bottom o f  a 

mine shaft or  a deep well. 

t o  have remained unchallenged until Alexander von Uumboldt repeatedly t r i e d  without 

8Uccess t o  see stars f rom mine shaEts i n  Siber ia  and America and d e 0  sought i n  vain 

t o  l e a r n  of anybody e l se  who had done s o .  

Tnis bel ief  dates back t o  c lass ical  ant iqui ty ,  and appears 

It has been alleged that the f i r s t  as t ron-  

omer royal,  Plamsteed, sank a well at Greenwich Observatory f o r  the purpose of viewing 

a zenith s t a  by day. The well was actually msde, but i t s  rea l  purpose was probably 

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  zenith observations at night 

The idea above mentioned i s  a pure myth. its survival through the ages is 

rather astonishing i n  view of the innumerable opportunities thst miners and others 

have had t o  discGver i ts  f d n i t y .  The g i s e  of the afmosphere illuminated by the 

SUnts rays prevents us from seeing the s tms i n  the daytime. 

ed atmosphere between us and the, s t a r s  i s  just the same whether we stand on the BUT- 

The dapth o f  i l luminat-  

face of the  ear th  o r  at the bot tom of a deep shaft. 
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