
Released upon rece ip t  
but intended f o r  use 
June 23, 1931 ? WHY THB'iT3A.TE.W ? Mailed June 16, 1931 

By Charles Fltzhugh Talmau, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

INDIAIS RAINY b K " O N  

I n  the month of June, when people i n  o u r  country normally s t i l l  have the 

h o t t e s t  period of the p a r  ahead of them, I n d i a t s  h o t  season comes t o  a31 end, being 

Succeeded by t h e  season when the southwest monsoon blows over the land, bringing, as 

a ru le ,  about 85 per cent. of the t o t a l  annual rainfall. I t  i s  upon the summer ra ins  

that  the  prosperity of the country depends; when they are mch l i g h t e r  than the aver- 

%e, there  i s  widespread d is t ress .  

ally attended by a period of stormy weather, ca l led  the "burst'! of the monsoon. 

A* Austin Miller writes of t h i s  ovont: 

Die arrivaJ. of the rain-bearing winds i s  gener- 

ffAl.thou& there may be a few days of light rain p r e c e d h g  the b u s t  of the 

monsoon, this i s  usually in the form of an intense cyclonic storm, with thunder and 

l ightning and t o r r e n t i a l  rain, a r r iv ing  with dramatic su&dennsss t o  re l ieve  the parch- 

ed and t h i r s t y  earth. At sea the winds attain great violence, nat ive shipping does 

not venture out, while larger ships experience some vory rough passages. 

west coast harbors, poor and few as they are ,  are closed, with the exception of Bom- 

bW; seaclevel rises ell along the coast ,  the  water is driven UP the f la t  shores of 

All tho 

Cutch and camba~r and the ~ a n n s  of mtdh  a r e  flooded- The OPenfng s t o m  passes at-rw 

and WAY be fol lowed by longer o r  shor te r  periods of f ?ne meather, t o  be f o i l o m d  i n  

turn by further cyclonic storas.  

"The average date of the bllrst of the  monsoon 'in Malabar i s  June 3, at 
the 5th, i n  the Central Provinces the loth,  i n  Bengal the 15th, i n  the f3a-dxa-n 

United Provinces the mth, and at Delhi about the 30th; but its a r r i v a l  m Y  be de- 
k e d  as much as throe weeks. By the on& of t h o  month the ra ins  aro woll ostablishcd 
CvWmhoro, maximum falls ,STQ gonorally rocordod i n  July and A u g u s t ,  md by tho f i r s t  
OP0ek i n  Scptomber the rains bogin t o  diminish.'] 
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