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CHARTING UPP.ER-AIX WIXIS O m  OCEANS 

The great task of charting the prevailing winds over the oceans, begun 

Under the direction of ~ & q  in  the middle of the last century, has proceeded apace, 

but u n t f l  very recently it has beon limited t o  the winds at sea lovel. Now, in  roc 

sponse t o  the needs of aeronautics, a beginnhg has been made i n  charting the 

Winds at flying levels over the oceans. 

me  data required f o r  the charts are obtained from observations of p i l o t  

balloons sent up from ships. 

now receiving records of a ,out  1,500 pilot-balloon observations a year from 40 ships 

of the Royal Nav equimed f o r  taking such observations in various parts of the 

World. 

of 10,000 fee t  o r  more, w i t h  a maximuin height of 49,000 f e e t  reached in Australian 

In kgland,  fo r  Sample,  the ~deteorological Office is  

Of the balloons sent up f r o m  these vessels 20 per cent. have reached heights 

waters. Tho Office is charting s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  each lowdegree square of the oceans, 

showing percentage frequencies of the winds at the Surface and at 1,500, 3,000, 

6,000 and 10,000 feet .  

S i m i l a r  observations are t&en by a few vessels of tho United States 

and, by aome German transatlantic l iners .  
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