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A STa-SOW DELUSION - --- 
The authentic weather forecas te r  conducts h i s  operations i n  a bust l ing 

office,  where he scans a map o r  a s e r i e s  of maps, prepared at high speed from a mul- 

!&e forecaster  as imagined by Jessica Nel.son North,  whose delusions are embodied in 

8 poem entit led.  Ifme Weather M a n , "  published in the Nation Of April 3, 1929, performs 

his job i n  851 edifice that  we recognize as an astronomical observatory, even though 

havo never personally oncountered one in  which the turret revolves along with i t s  

dome. Here i s  the wqy the poetess and the e d i t o r  of the Nation suppose weather t o  

be predicted: 

"The tower haunting heaven compass-wise 
hu-ns sof t ly ,  and the man mithin i t  burns 
Softly,  and turns h i s  slow prophetic eyes, 
And. an old lamp burns.fl 

The r e s t  of the porn aorves merely t o  demonstrate the f a c t  tha t  speech, 

as Talloyrand assorted,  was g i v m  t o  mun t o  conceal h i s  *L;houghts, but the stanza 

quoted provides a text f o r  what we have t o  say,  which i s  this :  

Meteorology, the science of the atmosphere, is ent i re ly  a i s t i n c t  from 86- 

tronomy, the science of the heavenly bodies. They a r e  as f W  apart  b o t a Y  is 

docsntt knon ono star f rom 'mothor. 
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