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AVALANm WINDS 

Describing Canadian avalanches, i n  h i s  pres ident id  address delivered 

many years ago before the American Society o f  Civil Engineers, Thomas CI Keefer said: 

"Remarkable effects  are produced by the local hwrictme induced by the swift mal- 

mches. This sometimes extends f o r  one huudrad yards outside the couree of the 

solid avalanche and is called the lf lurryl because i t  is  clouded with par t ic les  o f  

f ine snow. 

f lur ry  drives on in the l ine of original motion, snapping o f f  huge trees several 

If the course of the avalanche is  diverted by some n a t u r a l  obstacle, tho 

f e e t  i n  diameter at heights f i f t y  f ee t  o r  more above the ground without uprooting 

them. Some in thevortex of the f lur ry  are uprootad, but the majority are cut short 

o f f ,  as they would be by chain-shot, and so far from the line of the avdanche that 

there is nothing t o  indicate the cause of the i r  deca,pitation but the snow, impacted 

l i ke  moss against the windward side of their  huge trunks. 

t o  a height of one hundred fee t  above the descending snow, and forward i n  advonce 

The f lurry whirls upward 

of i t  when under full headway, presenting amagnificsnt spectacle t o  m observer 

When at a safe  distcmce.~l 

When an avdanche c,me down the west side of the Jungfrau,in Switzerland, 

O n  MaY 1, 1879, the furious blast in f r o n t  of i t  rushed across the valley below and 

Prostrated trees on the opposite side three o r  f o u r  hundred yards from the end of 

the avalanche, while l i gh t  snoa was carried 2,000 yards far ther ,  
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