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SUN AND SJUIIE Ill MOUNTMNS 
- - - A  

ttFrom a human point of view, If s a y s  Prof. Roderj ck Peat t ie ,  "the most C r i -  

t i c a l  meteorological element i n  mountains i s  sunli@t. The matter of sunlight i s  so  

dominant that  each d ia lec t  of European mOUntain peoples has a s e t  of terms f o r  sunny 

aide and shaw side. 

Schattenberg; French, adpet (Latin, ad directum) 

envers; I t a l i a n ,  i n d r i t t o ,  inverso; a d r i t t o ,  opaco; Catalan, sola, baga; solana, 

Thus the German, Sonnenseite, Schattenseite;  Sonnenberg, 

ubac (Latin,  ad opacum); endroit ,  

a w h ;  soula, umbaga, 

&vers de Fontenille,  o r  Inverso Pinusca. 

One may so name a v i l lage  o r  a shady portion of a vi l lage;  as 

"It i s  the f i e l d  i n  the sunlight t h a t  brings the high pr ice .  It i s  the 

Poor whose f i e l d s  are i n  the shad.e. Instances showiw the higher l i m i t s  of cu l ture  

in the sun than i n  tho sliado are as numoroils as regional s tudies  i n  ruountnin 

6Pography. The contrast  of the two slopes i s  quickly obsei-vod bjr the travolor.', 

The contrast  i s ,  however, o f t m  modified by othez fac tors ,  including s o i l ,  

Character of relief, the mass of the mountain, and ground nater. 

limits cul ture ,  both through l o s s  of s o i l  by erosion and through exposure t o  land- 

s l ides  and avalanches. 

A steep slope 

that  the topography of the former i s  more favorable f o r  a low-level road, along 

nhich the 12 shady v i l lages  a r e  located. 
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