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SNOV BELOW RAIN --- 
The a v i a t o r  of t o d a y  encounters sone s t r ikingly contrasted var ie t ies  of 

weather when clf-mbing o r  d.escending through the air, but no experiences of t h i s  sort, 

@?e more interest ing thm some of  those described by Ja?l@s Glaisher i n  the accounts 

Of  h i s  c lass ic  b a l l o o n  &scen+e, made i n  Engiwd i n  the s i x t i e s  of the last century, 

I n  one case he was descendhg f r o m  a heisht o f  18,000 feat through Clouds, and at the 

loW@r level of the ],attey, 16,000 feet  above the ear th ,  heavy r a i n  f e l l  pat ter in$ on 

the ba l loon .  Of the next s ‘ t g e  o f  descent Glaisher writes: 

“On pazaing bslcw 14,000 f e e t  and f o r  a space of nearly 5,600 f e e t  we 

Passed through a beautiful snowy scene. There were no f lakes  i n  the air; the snow 

and an innumerable number of snow c r y s t d s ,  small i n  8 1 2 8 ,  but  a s t i n c t  Wd of well- 

h o w n  forns eas i ly  recognizsble as they f e l l  and remained on the coat. !l!his unsx- 

Petted meeting with an02 on a suimer dternoon was Fill that  was needed on t h i s  occa- 

sion t o  complete the eqer ienco  of the character is t ics  o f  extreme heat of s m e r  with 

the cold of w i n t o r  w i t h i n  the range of a few hours. On passing below the snow, we 

a murky atmosphere, which continued u n t i l  we reached the ground-’’ 
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