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B A L  LIGHTNING AT SEA 

Scores of interesting displays of b a l l  lightning at sea have been recorded, 

one of the ear l ies t  being that seen on board the Bri t ish marship I'Coronationn on 

From the Bri t ish ship ItLizardIl on November 4, 1'749, a large b d l  of blue 

It ap- f i r e  vas seen rol l ing over tho surfaco of the water some throe mi los  amy. 

Proached rapidly, came up the sliipls side, and ''vent off vi th  an explosion as if 

of cannon had been f i r e d  at once. It The ship vas f i l l e d  with a sulphurous 

Smell, the masts vere much damaged, and sdveral men mere in jwedby  the Shock- 

The captain of the Bri t ish steamer' ItSiberian" reported that during thc 

night of November 12, 1887, nl.iil ,o ho vas off  Cay0 Race, a. large hJ.1 of f l r o  mas 

8ef3n t o  r i s e  out of the sea t o  a height of about f i f t y  f ee t  and come, Elgainst the 

close up t o  the ship. I t  then ran alongside the vessel f o r  some time and 

f inal ly  bore of f  i n  a different direction, being visible altogether about f ive  

minutes. 

The A t l a s  Line steamer l!fienelt encountered a sevore thunderstorm on July 

'O, 1889. About noon the lookout Ilgav B J [ ~  immense b a l l  of fi?e fall from tho hoavons; 
the ba l l  struck the main-top, glided dorm the rigging and danced around the deck- Be- 
Ore the lookrout's eyes had recovered from the flash of l ight  thel-o was a fearful 

of thunder and the ship rocked as i f  she had struck something sol id-"  
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