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-- BALL -- LTGiITNIMG - OR ------ C O ~ O S ~ S ?  

I t  is  a plausible hypothesis that  maw of the things described as f i e ry  

bal ls ,  occasionally observed during thundsrstoms and classif ied as b a l l  lightning, 

are brush discharges from objects i n  tho air o r  on tho ground and are  thosefors 

identical  w i t h  Comosmts ,  o r  St. Elmots f i r e .  B. A. C O 1 O r n B ,  of the U. S. Coast 

and Geodetic Survey, w a s  one of a f ishing pasty on CheEWeeke BW m W  years ago, 

that took refuge from ~JI, ay;proaching stonn on a wharf about 1 o!cloclr i n  the morningc 

On t h i s  wharf were several p i l e s  of old ships' cables o r  similar chains used f o r  

anchoring buoys. 

The rain was f a l l i n g  in  torrents and i t  tvas very daxk. Suddenly there mas 

8 vivid f lash  of l i&tning accompanied by a deafening crash of thunder, "As soon, 11 

S W s  a report of this experience, tlas tho f i r s t  brightness had disappeared it  mas 

observed tha t  the surroundings were s t i l l  illuminated by mummm baJ.18 of f i r e ,  

Which rol led quietly along the wharf toward and over the cables. They seemed t o  

increase i n  s ize  f rom a small spazk up t o  a diameter of four t o  six inches. 

times two mould join and &isappear with a s l igh t  sound; others fado a w *  

P h y  did not last moro than a minute. 1' 

Some- 

The dis- 

Were these objects rea l ly  b a l l s ,  which rol led over the barf, o r  mere they 

bmsh discharges appearing successively at different points? 
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