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TITGHT3iIitG AND FOREST FIXES --- 
For some years the U. S. Forest Service has been making a thorough study 

of lightning s toms  in the national forests of the northern Rocky Mountain region, 

where lightning came8 more f i r e s ,  more d m e  and more expense f o r  suppression than 

do a l l  other agencies combined. 

f i r e s  mere s t a s t o d  by l w t n i n g  in  the Keniksu forest  dons;  tho area of this fores t  

D u r i x  one day -- J d Y  12, 1926 -- more than 150 

kcording to  H. T. Gisbome, of the Forest Service, an analysis of 14,754 

reports from f i r e  lookouts stetioned on mountain tops during the 5-year period 1924- 

1928, inclusive, shows that &out 34 lightning storms out of 100 caused f i r e s .  

degree of f i r e  hazard depends upon the duration of the rainfall ahead of and follom- 

The 

ing the lightning, the e lec t r ica l  ac t iv i ty  of the storm, and the percentage of 

flashes confined t o  the clouds o r  passing between clouds and earth. One interesting 

result of t h i s  stw is that !idry!t thunderstorms (in which no rain roaches tho 

ground) are much l e s s  pro l i f ic ,  relatively,  of f i r e s  than has heretofore been a- 

5umSd. Less than one-tenth of al l  the storms were dry, and about one-third of these 

started f i r e s ,  *ereas about one-third of the wet? storms a l s o  started fires. 

Gisborne finds an explanation f o r  t h i s  apparent m0dY fn  the fact that in dIY 
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atorm8 tho flashes a re  gonorally fow and mostly confined t o  the clouds. 
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