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Authority on Meteorology. 

ASCENDING BALL LIGEITNING 

B a l l  lightning has frequently been reported t o  have come down from the 

c h u b .  A case in which it  was observed t o  travel i n  the opposite direction was de- 

scribed by D. J. w. Tripe, of the Royal Meteorological Society. 

h i s  s i t t i n g  room at Hackney, in northeastern London, on the afternoon of July 11, 

18'74, during a severe thunderstorm. 

to a row of houses, beyond whish vas the Begentts Canal- 

Dr.  Tripe was in 

The windows c o m d e d  a view across some f i e l d s  

He sws: 
"e crashes of thunder mere f o r  a short time the lOude8t I ever heard, 

and followed the lightning without any appreciable intorval. After a short l u l l ,  I 

6a-i~ a b a l l  of f i r e  of a pale yellow color rise behind the houses, on the other side 

of the f ie lds ,  apparently from the Regent's C a n a l ,  The b a l l  at first rose elowb, 

apparently about as f a s t  as a cricket b a l l  thrown i n t o  the air, n P i a Y  increasing 

i ts  ra te  of motion until i t  reached an elevation of about 30 degrees, when it  start- 

ed off so rapidly as t o  form a continuous l ine  of l ight,  proceeding at f irst  due 

east and than t o  the west, r is ing all tho time, and a f t e r  describing f sm~a , l  zigzags 

in a large black cloud to  the west, from which flashes Of fOfk@d l ighbr i .  

There were two large black clouds near each other, and the b a l l  when n'ing had come. 

i t  formed the zigzags moved f i r s t  towards one and then towards the O t h e r .  

three minutes another b a l l  ascended, and in  about f ive  minutes aftornards a third, 

both  behaving as the first and disappoaring in the samo Cloud-" 

In about 
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