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There have been two recent case6 i n  the United States of railway accidents 

resulting from s t r o n g  winds. In one case a t r a i n  of twelve cars was blown from the 

track by a tornado, only the locomotive remaining on the rails, with the r e su l t  tha t  

one passenger vas k i l l ed  and a score o r  more vere injured- In the othor case f r e i & t  

cars standing on a siding were blown over a switch onto the main l i ne  and wrecked by 

EL passenger express and some uninvited guests of the railway who Were sleeping in  

the f re ight  cars were ki l led.  

Precautions against such occurrences adopted on cer ta in  Br i t i sh  railwks 

are described i n  a current a r t i c l e  by Prof. R. DeC. Ward. A narrow-gauge railway in 

Ireland, which is exposed t o  heavy ga les  from the sea, was the scene of many derail- 

ments until an anemometer was instal led in a sui table  position on the l i n e  and 

equipped t o  give warning by ringing a b o l l  i n  the house of the s ta t ion master whon 

the wind a t t a ins  dangerous force. A f i r s t  signal sounds when the wind reaches 65 

miles an how, and ba l l a s t ,  kept ready at the s ta t ions  f o r  the purpose, i s  then 

Placed i n  the cars t o  keep them from being blown over. A second warning indicates a 

velocity of 85 miles an hour, and when t h i s  is heard t r a f f i c  on the l i ne  i s  suspend- 

ed. 

Wear Ulverston, England, '1 writes Prof. Ward, "at the western end of a 

viaduct there used t o  be, and very l ike ly  s t i l l  is, a gauge f o r  determining wind 
velocit ies dangerous f o r  the passage of t ra ins  across the viaduct. Boards, kept in  
8 ver t ica l  position by springs, have the i r  deflection from the ver t ica l  recorded by 

of a pen on a chart, which is  driven by clockxork. 
reaches 32 pounds per square foot ,  an e lec t r i ca l  contact is made and be l l s  r ing in 
si€?Xd. cabins at bo th  ends of the 
of the wind moderates. 1' 

When the wind pressure 

viaduct. Trains are then held u n t i l  the force 
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