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~ C Y C r n N E ' I  

Any work on meteorology w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t  a cyclone is  EL system of winds 

blowing around a center of low barometric pressure, regardless of whether the minds 

m e  violent or gentle. Many cyclones a o ,  therefore, not et01'ms. This is  t rue  0von 

in the tropics,  where mild o r  moderate cyclones are commoner than those cyclones 

that blow hard enough t o  be classed as hurricanes. 

I t  so happens, lmwever, that f o r  some years a f t e r  the word ticyclone" vias 

-. coined (by H. Piddington i n  1848) it  was used mainly i n  connection with the dangerous 

revolving s t o m s  of the t ropicsd lzlus i t  acquired the connotation of llsevere stormlf 

that i t  has had ever since in  popular uBe, and the popular understanding of the term 

has SO far influenced s c i e n t i f i c  usage that, as a Bri t i sh  authority,  W. Clement Zey, 

wrote more than f o r t y  years ago, Ifmeteorologists have been disposed t o  apply the ex- 

pressions I cyclonic system1 and !cyclonic disturbance, 1 etc .  , t o  the gent le r  in- 

' h m s  o r  stages of this kind of c i rculat ion,  ra ther  than the word lcyclonet i tself .!!  

At the timo Ley m o t e  there had been a controversy over the word in the London 

One objection raised t o  i t s  use was that i t  t e r r i f i e d  the ladies ,  but Ley re- 

"arks that Ifits equivalent, I revolver, t wou ld  produce at l e a s t  as alarming an 

effect. H 

A t  present B r i t i s h  matoorologists havo a strong prefercnco f o r  tho word 

l'aePrcssion, If as applied t o  8 cyclone of middlo o r  high l a t i t u d e s  (an Itextra-tropi- 

cyclone), pohilo American motoorologists profor tho t o m  l'low,H but stick t o  tho 

Practice of wr i t i ng  i t  always i n  quotation maxks o r  in small tlcapsgff 
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