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"YTS SENGERS

In the picturesque dialects of rural England, which are so rich in terms
relating to the atmosphere, the term "messenger" is applied. to two distinct meteoro-
logical phenomena. First, it means a sunbeam. In thils sense it is, according to
one authority, applied to "e sunbeam coming through a long crack into a rather dark
barn or loft," while another says that messengers are "sunbeams which pou;r dowm
slantwise to the earth from a rift in a large cloud!" —— 1n other words, the appear-
ance better known as !the sun drawing ﬁater." According to still another account,
e, sunbeam reaching down to the horizon from behind a cloud is sometimes said to be
the sun !sending out a messenger.t"

Secondly, messengers are defined in Wright's English Dialect Dictionary
as Ysmall detached clouds betokening rain.® Apparently in some districts, including
the Lake country, the term is applied to small clouds seen above a mass of cumulus,
but the Hastings fishermen give this name to large ragged patches of fracto-nimbus
Scurrying before a wind.
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