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Authority on 1de:eorology. 

In the picturesque dialects  of rural England, which are so rich in terms 

relating t o  the atmosphere, the term itmessengern i s  amplied t o  two dis t inct  meteoro- 

logical phenomena. F i r s t ,  i t  means a sunbeam. In t h i s  sense i t  is, according t o  

one authority, applied t o  'fa sunbeam coming through a 10% crack into a rather dark 

barn o r  l o f t ,  If while another s a y s  that  messengers are  ltsunbeams which pour down 

slantwise t o  the ea*th from a rift in a large cloudl' - in other words, the appea- 

a c e  be t te r  known as !:the sun drawing na.ter.tt According t o  s t i l l  another account, 

"a sunbeam r e d i n g  dom t o  the horizon from behind a cloud i a  sometimes said t o  be 

the sun tserrding out a messenger.! I f  

Secondly, messengers are defined i n  Wright's English Dialect Dictionary 

a8 t b a l l  detached clouds betokening rain. 11 Apparently In some d i s t r i c t s ,  including 

the Lake country, the term is applied t o  small clouds seen above a mass of cUmulus, 

but the Eastings f i s h e m n  give t h i s  name t o  large r w e d  patches of fracto-ninibus 

scurrying before a wind. 

( ~ l l  rights reserved by scisnce service, Inc.) 

SCIEBJCE SENICE 
21st w-d constitution Ave. 

Washington, D. CI 


