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A, MYSTERY 0J.m 
The recent revival of in te res t  i n  the subject of ba l l  l ightning has di -  

rected at tent ion t o  some of the many observation8 o f  other luminous phenomona of om 

sort  o r  another recorded i n  sc ien t i f lo  IitOratWe, Here i s  a strange t a l e  se t  forth 

i n  a once well-known textbook by Dr. Dionysius Lardner: 

‘lMajor Sabine and Captain James Ross, i n  thoir  first northern expedition, 

being i n  the Greenland seas dwring one o f  the dark nights of those regions, were 

called up by the officer of the deck t o  observe an extraordinary appearance. Ahead 

of the vessel ,  and lying precisely i n  her  course, appeared a stationary light. res t -  

ing on the water and rising t o  a cocsiderable elevation, every other part  o f  the 

heavens and the horizon a l l  around the ship being as black as pitch. 

no known danger i n  t h i s  phenomenon, the course of the vessel was not  changed, 

the ship entered the region of  t h i s  l igh t ,  the off icers  and crew looking on with the 

l i ve l i e s t  i n t e re s t ,  the whole vessel was illuminated; the most @Levat@& parts  of 

A s  there was 

When 

the masts and sails and the minutest par t s  of the rigging became vis ible ,  

Of this luminous atmosphere might have been about 450 yards. 

The extent 

When the bow Of the 

ship emerged from i t ,  it seemed as i f  the vessel mere suddenly Plunged in  darkness. 

There was no gradual decrease of illumination. 

able distance from the luminous region when it was again vis ible  as a statfonary 

l ight  astern. 11 

The ship was already at a consider- 

This  phenomenon r eca l l s  the famous V i r e  ship” of Bay ChaPeur, and is  

equally mysterious. 
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