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me great drought of last year in the United States has l e d  meteorologists 

t o  review the h is tory  of previous American droughts, and a useful summary of infor- 

mation on t h i s  subject has recently been published by 80 J. Henry of the Weather 

Bureau, Severe droughts occurred in  1854; 1856-57; 1860; 1863-64; 1870; 1881; 1893- 

95; 1901; 1911; 1916; and 1924. The one of 1860, we are told,  was the  most severe 

Yet recorded in the  United States. As t o  that  of 1893-95 Prof. Henry says: 

This was one of the outstanding droughts of the nineteenth century 8s 

measured by its duration, the arm involved and the shortage of rainfall. It was 

not par t icu lar ly  intense for any consecutive period, but may be characterized a8 be- 

ing a three-year period of generally def ic ient  rainfall throughout the country. I ts  

manifestations began in  the s m e r  months of 1893; there was 60me r e l i e f  from the 

shortage of r a in fa l l  i n  the autumn months, but as a whole the year was one of defi- 

cient ra ins  excppt in New Ehglasrd, the Lnke region and North Dakota. The summer 

months of 1894 were very dry, especially July and August; September, however, yield- 

ed substantial  ra ins  and s o i l  moisture was held up by fairly ample Precipi ta t ion in  

the winter month8 of 189r1-95. n?e months of July and August, 1894, were especially 

dry i n  the Ohio valley, the South A t l a n t i c  states and Florida, the G u l f  s t a t e s ,  the 

Misrjouri valley and the middle and upper portions of the Mississippi valley, 
1895 the regions o f  greatest  deficioncy apparently wore shif ted t o  tho middle and 
south Atlantic states, thus giving an apparent d r i f t  of the droughty conditions from 
west t o  east. Notwithstanding the grea t  and widespread ahortage in precipi ta t ion 
during 1894-95, the s taple  crops of those years d id  not f a l l  much below the y ie ld  of 
a normal year.11 

The most strllring economic e f f ec t  of t h i s  drought wa8 the col.lapse of the 
spectacular agr icul tural  11boorn" that had prevailed in  the preceding years i n  Kansas 
and other Plains s ta tes .  
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