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LUMINOUS RAIN 

According t o  a report  received by the Bri t ish Meteorological Office from 

i t s  observer at lavistock, England, funinous rain was observed at t h a t  place during 

a thunder-shower l a t e  in the evening of June 5, 1917. 

if the drops were something l i k e  streaks of whitish phosphorescent l ines  of f i r e  

about three inches long. 'f 

"1% seemed, 11 he s ta ted,  llas 

A somewhat similar phenomenon was reported in  an English newspaper in 1892 

on the authority of an e l ec t r i ca l  engineer, mho claimed t o  have witnessed i t  at 

Cordova, Spain. tfThe weather," we are told, Ifhad been warm and undisturbed by wind, 

and Boon a f t e r  dark the sky became overcast by clouds. 

a f lash  of lightning, followed by great drops of e l ec t r i ca l  rain,  each one of which, 

on touching the ground, walls o r  t rees ,  gave a f a i n t  crack and emitted a spark of 

l ight .  

About 8 o'clock there came 

' k e  phenomenon continued f o r  several seconds 

A century ago the French physicist Arago collected about a dozen reports 

of luminous rain, h a i l  and snow, dating mostly from the eighteenth century, and he 

devotes a chapter t o  the aubject i n  his classic  work,IfLe Tonnerre." 

C a n  e l ec t r i f i ed  raindrops and ice  par t ic les  emit sparks? And, if  they 
, 

em,  why i s  the phenomenon so rarely observed? 
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