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SHZEIT LIGHTNING 

Most sheet l ightning is  merely the ref lect ion on clouds of ordinary stre& 

lightning, the l a t t e r  being behind the clouds o r  below the horizon, s o  that i t  i s  

n o t  d i rec t ly  vis ible .  There i s  a good deal of ovidcncQ, however, that lightning 

sometimes OcLYXr6 8s a diffuse brush discharge over the surface Of a cloud. Accord- 

ing t o  some German writers,  b r i l l i a n t  displays of s i l en t  sheet l ightning are often 

Seen on apparently c lear  nights, not merely around the horizon but i n  the zenith, 

on the l l a n o s  of Venezuela. I n  such cases there is  probably a thin ve i l  of cloud 

Over the w. 
Parts of the world. 

There have been numerous regorts of similar l i e t n i n g  from other 

The Gelmans c a l l  t h i s  supposed phenomenon tlFlachenblitztJ 

( "surface lightning'') 

!Cwo observers in England have reported seeing on July 20 of t h i s  year re- 

markable sheet-like glows in p cloud low on the horizon. ?f?he discharges, 11 they 

s ta te ,  useemed t o  have t h e i r  origin In the upper p a r t  of the cloud, f o r  each one 

showed the dark upper edge of the cloud in  strong relief G l o w s  of flame-colored 

light shone upward and illuminated higher clouds. Sometimes the glow would extend 

Over the whole cloud, sometimes over only a portion of i t ,  and occasionally mould 

s t a r t  at one end of the cloud and move t o  the other end before being extinguished. 

The discharges occurred at intervals  of one t o  one and a half minutes and frequently 

lasted f o r  a second. 11 
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