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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

m e  higher levels of the atmosphere have their  character is t ic  winds, 

which have acquired new interest  and importance with the advent of pract ical  

aeronautics. m e  flprevailing westerlies" of middle la t i tudes a re  stronger and more 

constant at the highest levels attainable by airplanes than they are near tho 

ear thts  eurface. Above the trade winds there a r e  winds called countertrades, or 

antitrades, which blow from a westerly quadrant, and which can be used t o  advantage 

by aviators  f ly ing  from h e r i c a  t o  Europe i n  subtropical lati tudes.  

Within the tropics, far above the heights at which men f l y  today -- but 

perhaps not higher than they w i l l  f l y  in  days t o  come -- are the upper trade winds, 

or overtrades, blowing from an easterly quadrant some 12 miles above the earth. A 

8Upposed easterly wind of the stratosphere, about 15 miles aloft i n  equatorial re- 

gions, has been named the 'Xrakatoa wind," because i t  is credited with having 

Carried volcanic dust f r o m  the great Krakatoa eruption of 1883 around the globe. 
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