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SOUNDINGBAGLOON RECOVERIES 

One w a y  of measuring atmospheric conditions a l o f t  i s  t o  send rq a small 

f r e e  balloon, to  which i s  attached a light a e t  of se l f - regis ter ing instruments -- 
cal led a meteorograph - and a pr inted card offering the f i n d e r  a reward f o r  packing 

and shipping the i n s t m s n t s  and t h e i r  records t o  a specified destination. The la te  

Prof. Botch, i n  his  book IISounding the Ocean of A i r , "  te l ls  u6 that when such 

bal lons were first employed in France they were ca l led  llballons pordus," o r  Iflost 

balloons, 11 but when it was found tha t  most of them were eventually recovered t h i s  

name no longer seemed appropriate and they were given their present name of l lba, l . lon~ 

sondes, 11 or  llsounding-balloons. It 

The la rge  pezentage  of records recovered, even in sparsely s e t t l e d  corn- 

t r i e s ,  i s  surprising'. 

land, 41 were eventually returned, w i t h  their instruments. One of these f e l l  in to  

O f  72 balloons sent up by a Franco-Swedish expedition i n  Lap- 

a lake and ~ v & 8  found a f t e r  three years. 

reported by the U. S. Weather Bureau. 

December 31, 1927. 

record, were found on April 12, 1931, about 125 m i l e s  fmm the place of ascent. 

record showed tha t  the ba l loon  had a t ta ined  an a l t i t u d e  of nearly 9 miles during 

An even more remarkable case has just beon 

A sounding-balloon was sent  up at Los Angeles 

me remaiiis of the balloon and the meteorograph, with a legible 

The 

its flight and had regis tered 101 degrees below zero Fahrenheit at the hifihest 

point reached. 
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