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FEAT OF 4 TORNADO 

The most i n t e re s t ing  tarnado of the present season was undoubtedly the one 

that blew a passenger t r a i n  from'the track near Moorhead, Minn., on May 27, 1931, 

The event was recorded at the time i n  press ddspatches, bu.t the complete and accur-. 

a t e  d e t a i l s  of the s tory  have only recent ly  been gathered by the Weather Bureau. 

The "Empire a craok passenger train of the Great Northern, en 

route f rom S e a t t l e  t o  Chicago, was t rave l ing  nearly & mile a minute when, about  

4:30 p.m., i t  was struck at r i g h t  angles by the rapidly advancing vortex. The heavy 

locomotive and tender remained on the t r a c k  but a l l  12 of the coaches were derailed.  

Five of these were l i f t e d  bodily from the rails, one of them being +led i n t o  a 

d i t ch  80 f e e t  away, while the remaining seven were peobably pul led  from the rails, 

One passenger was k i l l e d  and 57 were injured, The s t e e l  cars that the  s t o r m  thns 

tossed as ide  as i f  they had been toy6  weighed, on an average, more than 70 tons 

apiece, unloaded. 

On a farm i n  the pa th  o f  t h i s  s to rm the owner was standing i n  the door of 

h is  barn when the whole building was l i f t e d  and ca r r i ed  aww, leaving him unharmed, 

The barn was ca r r i ed  toward the farmhouse, three o f  i t s  walls were deposited on 

three d i f f e ren t  s ides  of t he  house, and the roof was car r ied  over a grove o f  t a l l  

t r ees  and dropped i n  a f i e l d  200 yards from where the barn had stood. The farmhouse 

was not damaged. 
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