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Now that s t eps  have been taken t o  c o l l e c t  r e p o r t s  o f  t he  occurrence of 

b a l l  l i g h t n i n g  i n  America, i t  .has become evident  that the  phenomenon is just as 

common and just as i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  i t s  mani fes ta t ions  on t h i s  s i d e  of the A t l a n t i c  

as i t  is  i n  Europe, where i t s  anecdotal  h i s t o r y  has been much more f u l l y  m i t t e n  up, 

b o n g  the  sco res  of ca ses  l a t e l y  repor ted  t o  D r .  Humphreys, of the  Weather Bureau, 

two observed i n  Massachusetts were con t r ibu ted  by IMrs. Ida  Cur t ias .  The f i r s t  

occurred at Old Deer f ie ld  i n  the  summer of 1926. During a thunderstorm Mrs. Curtias 

saw a f i e r y  b a l l ,  about the s i z e  of a go l f  b a l l  o r  a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  and having a 

fuzzy appearance,  emerge from the  t a p  i n  the  k i t chen ,  t o  which water was piped f r o m  

a spr ing.  

c rackl ing  aound. 

a s i z z l i n g  snap,lI l eav ing  an  a c i d  sinell in the  room. 

The co lo r  was blue-white, " l i k e  a diamond," and the  b a l l  made a f a i n t  

It  moved j e r k i l y  tnrough the  air  f o r  ha l f  a minute and "burst  with 

The second case was observed a t  Greenf ie ld  i n  August, 1930. A t h n d e r -  

storm, with v i v i d  l i gh tn ing ,  broke about 3 p , s ,  Mrs. Curtiss waa i n  a second s t o r y  

room, i n  which the  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  had been turned  on, when she saw playing about 

the cas ing  of a window (la brass-colored b a l l ,  the  size of a baseba l l ;  clbar, no 

She r an  t o  turn off t he  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t ,  but just before she  touched the 

switch the b a l l  en te red  the  room and bu r s t  about 12 f e e t  from the  window. "No  

cannon,ll she mites, llcould have hade a louder  noise .  

that I could not  s ee  two yards  i n  f r o n t  of me. 

The room W a 6  f i l l e d  wi th  smoke, 

It blew the  f u s e s  i n i t h e  c e l l a r ,  

did very l i t t l e  damagpi? t o  the  r ad io ,  and burned & small Place in t he  curtain* 

was an  odor o f  sulphur.ll 
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