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EFI?ECTS OF ,A LIGHTNIN3 STROKE 

The effects  of a stroke of lipbtning are sometimes very conspicuous but 

at other times quite the reverse; the difference depending mainly on the mount of 

e lec t r ica l  resistance encountered by the discharge. 

meteorologist, W. H. Dines, raised the question: 

Some years ago an English 

C a n  lightning s t r iko  a wet f i e l d  

and leave no noticeable mark? In reply t o  t h i s  query, R =  P- Dansey reported a 

personal experience. He wrote: 

"In the course of a cricket match me mere coapelled t o  take she l te r  in tile 

pavilion during a rather  bad thunderstorm. As I was watching the storm, I saw a 

f lash come s t ra ight  down and s t r ike  the grass i n  the cricket f i e l d  about 100 yards 

from the pavilion. 

Without dive7ting my eyes from the spot, and although it was s t i l l  raining f a i r l y  

heavily, I ran out t o  see if anything was t o  be seen. 

I d i s t inc t ly  saw the grass smoke where the lightning had struck. 

ItUnless I had marked tne exact spot I should never have found i t ,  f o r  t o  

an unobservant eye there was nothing t o  be seen, though there was a strong 

Sulphurous smell. Looking carefully dom, I saw l ines  i n  the grass radiating from 

a center as if a piece of cord had been dragged through the grass. 

hole, even in the center, but just a small spot that  was bare of grass." 

There was no 
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