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A RAIN WITH A M O W  

D r .  Hugh Robert M i l l  has  recorded - f o r  the sake o f  pointing a moral - 
an episode connected with an excursion through the southwestern United S ta t e s  i n  

Which he  took p a r t ,  i n  company with other members of  the Eighth In te rna t iona l  

Geographical Congress, i n  1904. 

had f a l l e n  f o r  more than a month, the par ty  found, l a t e  i n  September, a b ig  r a i n  

A t  a Pueblo v i l l age  i n  New Mexico, where no r a i n  

dance i n  progress. Three days l a t e r ,  a f t e r  a v i s i t  t o  the  Grand Canyon, a s top  was 

made at a Navajo v i l l a g e ,  not f a r  from the Pueblo v i l l age  previously v i s i t e d ,  and 

here one of the t r ave le r s  obtained possession of two images of r a i n  gods, which were 

car r ied  o f f  t o  be placed i n  an eas t e rn  museum. The t r a i n  then proceeded eastward, 

but almost immediately ran i n t o  a t o r r e n t i a l  rainPt6rm. As a r e s u l t  of washouts 

the pa r ty  was marooned some distance f rom any town o r  v i l l a g e  f o r  three days. There 

was no d iner  on the t r a i n  and only rudimentary meale could be obtained. 

"The Pueblo Indiana,ll wrote Dr. Mill just  a f t e r  this experience, "when 

d.ances, w i l l  think complacently of the unmistakable e f f icacy  of the r a in  dance of 

September 25th, which had produced tho memorable ra ins  of t he  28th and the  29th. 

The Navajos, i f  ever they hear of the f a t e  of the excursion t r a i n ,  m i l l  have no 

hes i t a t ion  i n  t rac ing  the r a in  gods' vengeance f o r  the desecration of t h e i r  Ehrine, 

and they w i l l  s e t  up new Images with increased confidence i n  t h e i r  Power t o  control 

the elements. 

of r a i n  gods s to l en  o r  destroyed mithout a break i n  the seren i ty  of the S l t Y - "  

The Indians w i l l  not remember instances of r a i n  dances he ld  i n  va in ,  

Supers t i t ious  b e l i e f s ,  once they take r o o t ,  a r e  perpetuated from age t o  

age by the common mental process of "counting the h i t s  but not the missest' - and 

n o t  exclusively among untutored red men. 
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