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--- TRUTH OR FP;BLXP 

I n  h i s  once tvel.1-known book IIWeather, If the Br i t i sh  meteorologist Ralph 

Abercromby, writing of deaths by freezing i n  our American blizzards,  s a y s :  "A very 

curious circumstmce attends these deaths. In almost every case the v ic t ims  a re  

found t o  have begun t o  s t r i p  themselves. When the 'body is nearly reduced t o  an 

ic ic le ,  only a very l i t t l o  blood continuas t o  c i rculate  languidly through tho brain. 

Then delirium se t s  in, with a delusive sensation of heat, under the influence of 

Which the t raveler  begins t o  divest himself of his clothesell 

In a review of the book, Prof. M. W. Harrington, l a t e r  chief of the U.S. 

h a t h e r  Bureau, s ta ted that ,  though he was born and bred on the outskir ts  of the 

blizzard region, he had never heard of such an effect  of freezing, t o  which &or- 

cromby replied by quoting the following f r o m  H. M. Robinsonrs !'The Great Par Land11 

(New York, 1879) : 

"1 have had f ive  cases of freezing t o  death brought under my personal ob- 

servation. 

fore death, and in every case exhibited it in the same w s y  -- by casting off h i s  

In every case the subject gave induhihble  indications of insanity be- 

clothing and wandering a w a y  from it .  One subject wa6 ent i re ly  nude, and f u l l y  a 

mile f rom the l a s t  a r t i c l e  of clothing he had. discnrded." 

Death by freezing happens from time t o  time i n  a l l  the colder par t s  of the 

world, and there is  no reason t o  suppose that the effect  mentioned -- if i t  occurs 

a t  a l l  -- i s  peculiar t o  b l i zza rds .  But does i t  occur at a117 
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