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1 WHY THE JFA'i7HER 1 Mailed August 22, 1931 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology. 

KNOCKED OUT BY BALL LISHTNING 

me recorde of so-called b a l l  l i g h t n i n g  ind ica t e  t h a t  one of the  mystcr- 

ious f i e r y  balls may s t r i k e  an animate or inanimate objec t  without  leav ing  the 

S l i g h t e s t  trace, o r ,  on the  o the r  hand, may cause g r e a t  in jury .  

tremes a l l  degrees of damage a r e  reported.  

Between these  ex- 

'The d e s t r u c t i v e  Powers of t he  phenomenon 

a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a case repor ted  t o  D r .  Humphreys, of the  Weather Bureau, by N. J ,  

Dominy, now postmaster at Dublin, Ohio. 

I n  August, 1896, Mr. Dominy was d r i v i n g  i n  a buggy on a highway near  

Dublin l a t e  i n  the evening during a eevere thunderstorm. 

except during the  f l a s h e s  of v i v i d  l i gh tn ing .  

foo t  i n  diameter ,  came s w i f t l y  from a southweeterly d i r ec t ion .  

from red t o  dazz l ing  whi te  as i t  approached, 

of a skyrocket and l e f t  a l cng  t ra i l  of sparks  behind it. 

buggy on the l e f t  fore-wheel, hurling buggy, horse  and man from the  middle of the 

road a distaizce of 30 f e e t  i n to  a d i t ch .  Ah. Dcrniny was knocked sense less .  When 

The night  was very  dark  

Suddenly a b a l l  of f i r e ,  about a 

I t s  c o l c r  changed 

I t  made t h e  h i s s i n g  o r  roa r ing  noise  

The b a l l  s t ruck  the 

he came t o ,  some t h ree  hcurs  la ter ,  h e  feund the  buggy and harness  badly sha t t e red .  

The hor se  was l y i n g  cn i t s  back i n  the d i t c h ,  bu t  f i n a l l y  revived and recovered. 

" t w o  was a s t r c n g  smell of sulphur  i n  the air. 
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