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CHIN'XSE FLOODS 

'&e bulk of the r a i n f a l l  i n  t he  Yangtse v a l l e y  occurs  i n  summer, and. i n  a 

n z m a l  year the r i v e r  at Hankow s tands  40 f e e t  h igher  i n  summer than i n  winter .  

heavy downpour, such as may a t t e n d  the  " ta i l  end" of a typhoon, b r ings  a f u r t h e r  

r i s e  of t h e  waters, which sometimes amounts to  two f e e t  i n  12 hours. According t o  

the  Admiralty l ip i lo t l l  f o r  the  Yangtso, " t h e  country around Hankow i s  Usual ly  inun- 

dated from J u l y  t o  Septerrber, between which d a t e s  the  c i t i e s  of Hankow, Hanyang and 

A 

h c h a n g f u  appear  l i k e  i s lands .  I n  some years  t h e  r i v e r  r i s e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h igh  t o  

inundate not only the  Chinese por t ion  o f  Hankow, but  a l s o  the concessions,  causing 

the inhab i t an t s  t o  f l e e  t o  tho hills or t o  Nuchang, r l i ich,  being b u i l t  on h ighe r  

ground, i s  never inundated. Those people mho remain at Hankow have,  i n  these  c i r -  

CUmstances, t o  d e s e r t  the lower and l i v e  i n  the  upper E to r i e s  of t h e i r  dmellings.t t  

The elolr drainage of the  f lood  waters  is  one of the most s e r ious  f ea tu re8  

of f loods  on China's v a s t  a l l u v i a l  plains. " I n  some regions,"  says 1. H e  MallorY, 

i t  takes  as much as two o r  t h ree  years  for the  v a t e r s  of a eevere inundat ion t o  II 

f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  sea. 

of the  country,  i s  probably inf luenced t o  a g r e a t e r  ex ten t  by the  network O f .  d ike6 

b u i l t  a long  the streams and canale.  

vclume overtops the  d i k e s ,  o r  the  l a t t e r  a r e  breached by wave a c t i o n ,  and then tho 

w a t e r  rushee on u n t i l  i t  reaches t h e  next obs t ruc t ion ."  

mis  s l o w  dra inage ,  while due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  l e v e l  na ture  

meso hold back the  f lood  raters u n t i l  t h e i r  
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